ECC 2009

Bulletin 4

16th Engineering Challenge Cup

2nd to 8th May 2009 - Palma
G’day Sailors,
No doubt you have all been waiting with baited breath for this bulletin to arrive
and get your teams organised for ECC 2009. Well here it is at last…
In this Bulletin I would like to inform you of the following:
•
•
•
•

Brief update on overall progress in organising ECC 2009;
The confirmed skipper entries accepted for ECC 2009;
The list of yachts available for chartering to race in ECC 2009;
The process agreed with our agent for selecting and chartering your
yacht.

Good luck to you all with your yacht
deliberations and selection …
Craig Warrender
Commodore, ECC 2009
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Progress in Planning ECC 2009
Some of the Organising Committee and I
visited Palma from the 25th through to the
30th of September to finalise the list of
yachts, visit a number of proposed overnight
stops we are considering in our route
planning work, and visit locations proposed
for some of the social events.

We were pleasantly received, guided and
supported by our coordinating agent,
Mallorcanautic, whom provided us with a
fast boat and road transport between all
the sites proposed and additional ones we
wished to consider including.
Mallorcanautic is owned and run by
Victor and Macarena Llopis whom we
found to be professional in their support,
and we are confident they will help make
ECC 2009 a great success.

We will provide more information
regarding this visit in a subsequent
bulletin, however in order for us all to
get on with the very important
business of chartering our yachts, that
is all for now regarding the site visit.
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List of Entrants
At the close of the entry process we have 61
entrants wishing to compete in 2009 for the
ECC Trophy and the honour of being
Commodore ECC 2010. We will also have eight
Commodores competing for the Commodores
Cup. The full list of eligible skippers accepted
as entrants for the 2009 events are presented
below in Table 1.

List of Yachts
Following ECC 2008 you may recall Arno (Hemm) issued a survey requesting
feedback on lessons learned from this year’s regatta. One result of this survey
was the recommendation to widen the number of makes of yachts to obtain a
younger fleet and hopefully more close competition.
What do you think of these…
…just kidding!
Through the competitive bidding process
to secure both an agent and a location
for ECC 2009, we have brought together
a wider variety than ECC has seen a in
number of years, and the youngest fleet
of those offered in the competitive
bidding process. Yachts range in LOA
between 38’ and 50.5’. It is my sincere hope that this years handicapped fleet
will bring the close and exciting racing you are all seeking.
The final lists of yachts available for charter and acceptable for racing in 2009
are presented below in Table 2.
Time Correction Factors (TCFs) for each yacht in the fleet will be determined in
the coming months with the assistance of a professional measurer and race
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referee and will be reviewed prior to the ECC commencing for any changes to
yacht rig measurements that might have occurred since our first TCF
calculations.
Procedure for Selecting Yachts
This year as mentioned in an earlier
bulletin we have decided to draw a ‘lottery’
to arrive at a selection order for skippers
choosing their yachts. The results of the
draw are as listed in Table 1.
Due to a Spanish bank holiday on
Monday (13th Oct) Mallorcanautic will
begin contacting you in the order on the
list from Tuesday the 14th of October. They will be aiming to secure (ten)
charter selections each day. Charter paperwork for each yacht will follow on
accordingly.
We would ask that you each make
your yacht selection as quickly as
possible so we can all get through
this selection and charter
contracting process by about October
25th. Payments then need to be
received by Mallorcanautic by the
end of the month. If we miss this
date substantially you risk losing
your yacht. So I hope you will all
work with Mallorcanautic in the coming weeks to ensure we all get the best
yacht we each can.
In the fleet list you will notice a sub-fleet of Bavaria 46’s have been assembled,
and reserved (as highlighted in yellow), for the scratch Commodores Cup race.
Please appreciate it is necessary to have yachts as similar as possible in
performance for this race as it is a scratch (no-handicap) race. We have sourced
as many 46’ yachts as possible so a lucky few will be able to compete head to
head with the Commodores in the larger fleet of yachts in ECC races.
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In order for you to be able to recognise skippers /
your familiar friends on the water this year each
skipper has been given a number that is tied to
ECC yacht numbers from previous years (with
some modified to suit). Once you have decided on
your choice of ‘Yacht ID’ on the yacht list,
MallorcaNautic will add your ‘Skipper Number’ on
the entrants list to become your ‘ECC 2009 yacht
no.’ for racing.
Insurance
I have had a number of emails and discussions
with various people regarding how we can improve insurance agreements. In
conjunction with the agent and input from Heinz Baedorff we have made
available the most practicable insurance contracts we can for this ‘flotilla’
event.
I would encourage each skipper to review the relevant sections of their individual
charter contracts carefully to understand how they work; what they cover, and
what they are not able to reasonably cover.
Collision damage waivers are also available for those that prefer to utilise this
option, amounts will vary depending on the yacht and range in cost from
€100-200.
Happy hunting…
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List of Entrant Skippers for ECC 2009 and the
Commodores Cup 2009
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